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Riwanto Tirtosudarmo 

(Born in Tegal, Central Java, 30 January 1952) 
 
 

Senior Researcher,  
The Research Center for Society and Culture  

(Formerly Center for Social and Cultural Studies),  
 Indonesian Institute of Sciences 

 
Academic  Qualifications :        BA, Psychology, University of Indonesia, 1979 
                                                      MA Social Demography, ANU, 1984 
                                                      PhD Social Demography, ANU, 1990 
 
Work Experiences 
 
2002 -                          Senior Researcher, The Research Center for Society and Culture,  
                                     Indonesian Institute of Sciences (PMB-LIPI) 
1998 – 2001                 Head, Centre for Social and Cultural Studies, 
                                     Indonesian Institute of Sciences (PMB-LIPI) 
                                     Expert Staff of The State Minister for Transmigration and Population 
 1995-1997                  Senior Researcher, Center for Population and manpower Studies, 
                                     Indonesian Institute of Sciences (PPT-LIPI) 
1990-1994  Ajunct Researcher, Center for Population and manpower Studies, Indonesian Institute of  
                                      Sciences (PPT-LIPI) 
1985 –1990                   Junior Researcher, Center for Population and Manpower Studies, 
                                      Indonesian Institute of Sciences (PPT-LIPI) 
1980-1984 Research Assistant, Population Studies Center,  
                                       National Institute for Economic and Social Research, Indonesian Institute of Sciences  
                                      (Leknas-LIPI) 
 
 
Fellowships and Awards 
 

• Visiting Professor, Research Institute of Languages and Cultures, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies, 
Tokyo Japan, September 2003-August 2004. 

• Senior Visiting Research Fellow, Michaelmas Term, 2002, Refugee Studies Center, Oxford University, 
UK. 

• Fellows at Netherlands Institute for Advanced Studies for Humanities and Social Sciences (NIAS) 
Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences, Wassenaar, The Netherlands, 1 September 2000-30 
June 2001. 

• Population Association of America (PAA) Award; to attend PAA Annual Conference, Chicago, Illinois, 
USA, 2-4 April 1998. 
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• Fulbright Visiting Scholars at Population Studies and Training Center, Department of  Sociology, 
Brown University, Rhode Island, USA, 1996-1997. 

• Fellowship from Department of Demography, Research School of Social Sciences, ANU, Canberra, 
Australia, 1995. 

• Visiting Fellow, Institute of Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS) Singapore, 1992. 
• Australia-Indonesia Institute (AII) Research Fellowship, 1990. 
• Fellowship from Indonesia Project, Department of Economics, Research School of Pacific Studies, 

ANU, 1990. 
 
 
Membership of Professional Organisations 
 
Member of Indonesian Psychology Association 
Member of Population Assosiacion of America (PAA) 
Member of International Union for the Scientific Study of Population (IUSSP) 
Member of International Editorial Advisory Board of Journal of Refugee Studies (UK). 
Member of International Editorial Advisory Board of  Labour and Management in Development Journal 
(Australia). 
 
 
 
Selected Publications (1990-2003) 
 
“Transmigration Policy in Indonesia: A National Project that Failed”, in  Furukawa Hisao (ed.), Changing 
People-Environment Interactions in Contemporary Asia: An Area Study Approach, ASAFAS, Kyoto University 
Press. Forthcoming 
 
“Geographic Mobility and the Emergence of Ethnic Politics”, a chapter in a book edited by Taufik Abdulah and 
Hans Antlov, Discourses  and Practices of Democracy  in Southeast Asia. Curzon Press. Forthcoming. 
 
“Suharto, Ekonom-Teknokrat dan ‘Pembangunanisme (Suharto, Economist-technocrats and 
Pembangunanism)’”, in Krisis Masa Kini dan Orde Baru (Current Crisis and the New Order, pp. 426-482, 
edited by Muhamad Hisyam. Jakarta: Yayasan Obor Indonesia, 2003. 
 
“Population Mobility and Social Conflict: The Aftermath of Economic Crisis in Indonesia”, in Human 
Development during Crisis: Indonesia, 1997-1999 pp. 213-244, edited by Aris Ananta. Singapore: Institute for 
Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS), 2002. 
 
“Demographic Engineering and National Integration: Past and Present Experiences in Indonesia”, in Unitary 
State versus Federal State, pp. 206-228, edited by Ikrar Nusa Bhakti and Irine H. Gayatri, Jakarta: Mizan, 2002. 
 
‘On Border and Borderland Studies: A Preface’, Indonesian Anthropology Journal, Volume XXVI, No. 67, 
January-April 2002. 
 
‘West Kalimantan as A Borderland: A Political Demography Perspective’, Indonesian Anthropology Journal, 
Volume XXVI, No. 67, pp. 30-45, January-April 2002. 
 
“Demography and Security: The Transmigration Policy in Indonesia”, in Demography and National Security, 
pp, 199-227, edited by Myron Weiner and Sharon Stanton. New York: Berghahn Books, 2001. 
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“Migration, Development and Political Autonomy in Eastern Indonesia”, in Population Movement in Southeast 
Asia: Changing Identities and Strategies for Survival,  edited by Kenichi-Abe and Masako Ishii, pp. 177-194. 
The Japan Center for Area Studies (JCAS) Series 10, National Museum of Ethnology, Osaka, 2000. 
 
“The Political dimensions of International Migration: Indonesia and Its Neighboring Countries”, in Labour 
Migration in Indonesia: Policies and Practice, edited by Sukamdi et.al., pp. 91-116,. Yogyakarta: Population 
Studies Center Gajah Mada University. 
 
"Ethnic Mobility: The Migration of the Buginese in Samarinda, East Kalimantan, Indonesia", Research Report, 
Center for Social and Cultural Studies, Indonesian Institute of Science, 2000. 
 
Child Labour and Educational Planning in Nusa Tenggara Barat and Nusa Tenggara Timur, (with Daliyo, 
Phillip Guest and Marian May), a research collaboration between the Center for Population and Manpower 
Studies, Indonesian Institute of Sciences and the Demography Program, Research School of Social Sciences, 
Australian National University, Jakarta 1999. 
 
“The Indonesian State’s Response to Migration”, Soujourn, Institute of Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS), 
Singapore, Vol. 14, No.1, 1999, pp. 212-28 
 
“The Political Dimension of International Migration: Indonesia and Its Neighbours” (In Indonesian), 
Masyarakat Indonesia, Volume XXIV, Number 1, 1998, pp. 143-160. 
 
“Economic Development, Migration and Ethnic Conflict in Indonesia: A Preliminary Observation”, Soujourn, 
Institute of Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS), Singapore, December, Vol. 12, No. 2, 1997. 
 
“A Needs Assessment Concerning Indonesian Women Migrant Workers to Saudi Arabia: A Report for the 
International Labour Office in Jakarta”, (with Haning Romdiati), Center for Population and Human Resources 
Studies, Indonesian Institute of Sciences, Jakarta,  November 1997. 
 
“From Emigratie to Transmigrasi: Continuity and Change in Migration Policies in Indonesia”. Working Paper 
Series, No. 97-05, 1997, Population Studies and Training Center, Department of Sociology, Brown University, 
USA. 
 
Contributed a chapter entitled Development Planning and Implementation in Eastern Indonesia, in a book 
edited by Gavin Jones and Yulfita Raharjo: People, Land and Sea:Development Challenges in Eastern 
Indonesia", pp. 23-34, 1997. 
 
The Political Demography of Indonesia's Development: From Riau to East Timor (In Indonesian), with a 
Foreword by Professor Juwono Sudarsono, a political scientist from University of Indonesia), publish by 
Pustaka Sinar Harapan, 1996. 
 
Contributed a chapter entitled “Human Resources Development in Eastern Indonesia” in a book Indonesia 
Assessment 1995: Development in Eastern Indonesia, edited by Colin Barlow and Joan Hardjono, pp. 198-212, 
ISEAS, Singapore, 1996. 
 
Contributed a chapter entitled Population Mobility and Conflict: Indonesia Approaching the 21st Century (in 
Indonesian), in a book on Population Mobility in Indonesia, publish by Ministry of Population and 
Demographic Institute, University of Indonesia, 1996. 
 
Edited and contributed chapters on a book entitled The Social Dynamics of Youth in Urban Areas: The Case of  
Jakarta, Semarang and Surabaya (In Indonesian), with Foreword by Professor Prijono Tjiptoherijanto, a 
development economist from University of Indonesia, 1996. 
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“The Political Demography of National Integration and Its Policy Implications for a Sustainable Development 
in Indonesia”, The Indonesian Quarterly, Vol. XXIII, No. 4, Fourth Quarter, 1995. 
 
 “Transmigration Policy Implementation in South Kalimantan  Province, Indonesia", (in English) in Masyarakat 
Indonesia, Vol. XVIII, No. 1, 1991. 
 
Transmigration Policy and National Development Plans in Indonesia, Working Paper published by National 
Centre for Development Studies, ANU, 1990.  
 
 
 
Lectures, Seminars and Conferences (2000-2003) 
 
 
Presenting paper ‘The Javanese in the Malay World’, at  Research Institute for Languages and Cultures of Asia 
and Africa, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies, 20 November 2003. 

 
Presenting paper ‘Demography and Conflict in Indonesia’ at the Conference on Conflict in Asia-Pacific: State 
of the Field and the Search for Viable Solution, Jakarta, 22-24 October 2003. 

 
Presenting paper ‘In the Margin of Borderlands: The Florenese Community in the ‘Nunukan-Tawau’ Areas, at 
the Third International Conventions of Asian Studies (ICAS3) in Singapore, 18-22 August 2003 
 
‘Managing Labour Migration: Moving Beyond Economics?’  Notes presented at the  First East Asia Congress, 
Session Seven (Managing Labour Migration),  Putra World Trade Centre (PWTC), Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, 4-
6 August 2003.  
 
Presenting paper ‘Internally Displaced Persons in Indonesia: Causes and Current Consequences on the Regional 
Autonomy and Nation-State Building’, at International Conference on IDPs Researching Internal 
Displacement: State of The Art, Torndheim, Norway, 7-8 February 2003. 
 
Presenting paper (with John Haba) ‘The Florenese in Sabah, East Malaysia: Socio-demographic Setting and 
Cultural Adaptation’ at the International Conference on the Formation of New Culture in Sabah, East Malaysia, 
at the Research Institute for Language and Culture of Asia and Africa, Tokyo University for Foreign Studies, 
Tokyo, 23-24 January 2003.  
 
Presenting paper ‘ Demographic Engineering, Ethnic Conflict and Forced Migration of the Madurese in 
Indonesia’, at the 8th International Association for he Study of Forced Migration (IASFM) Conference, Chiang 
Mai, Thailand, 5-9 January 2003.  
 
Presenting paper ‘Cross-Border Migration in Indonesia: Inward Looking Policy, Emerging Non-State Actors 
and the Nunukan Tragedy’, pada Conference on International Migration in Southeast Asia: Impacts and 
Challenges,  Institute of Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS), Singapore, 30 September – 1 October, 2002 
 
Presenting paper ‘Notes on Inequality, Conflict and Forced Migration in Indonesia’, at Asia Pacific Migration 
Research Network 5th International Conference, Coral Coast, Fiji, 24-26 September 2002. 
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Presenting paperl ‘Economic Crisis, Regional Autonomy and Emerging Issues at the Borderland of East 
Kalimantan and Sabah’, at the 7th Borneo Research Council Conference, Kota Kinibalu, Sabah, 15-18 July 
2002.   
 
Presenting paper ‘Contestations and Ramifications: Notes on Politics of Decentralization in Indonesia’, at Asia 
Society workshop “Beyond the New Order: Decentralization and its Impact on Communities in Indonesia, New 
York, 17 June 2002. 
 
A convener for a panel on Migration and Conflict at the IUSSP Regional Conference, Bangkok, Thailand, 10-
13 June 2002. 
 
Presenting paper ‘Bugis Migration to Samarinda, East Kalimantan: Establishing A Colony?’,  at Annual Lecture 
Series, Center for Southeast Asian Studies, Monash University, Melbourne, Australia, June 8, 2002. 
 
Presenting paper ‘ The Politics of Migration and Overseas Labour Policy, at the Seminar and National 
Consultation, organized by Center for Indonesian Migrant Workers (CIMW). 14-15 May, 2002. 
 
Presenting paper ‘Cross-border Migration in Indonesia and the Political Contestation for Public Space’ at the 
workshop on Cross-border migration and Sexuality in Southeast Asia’, Population Studies Center, Gajah Mada 
University, Yogyakarta,  27 March 2002 
 
Lecture/seminar, 8 June 2001, Refugee Studies Center, Queen Elizabeth House, Oxford University, Oxford, 
UK: ‘Geographic Mobility and the Emergence of Ethnic Politics in Indonesia’. 
 
Lecture/seminar, 31 May 2001, Center for Southeast Asian Studies, Humbolt University,  Berlin, Germany: 
‘Political Demography of Nation State Building in Indonesia’ 
 
Lecture/seminar, 16 May 2001, Nordic Institute of Asian Studies (NIAS), Copenhagen, Denmark: ‘Political 
Demography of Nation State Building in Indonesia’. 
 
Presenting paper ‘The Politics of Regulating Overseas Migrant Labor in Indonesia’ at the Workshop on Labor 
Migration and Socio-Economic Change in Southeast and East Asia’, in University of Lund, Lund, Sweden,  13-
15 May 2001. 
 
Lecture, 8 May 2001, Department of Language and Culture, Leiden University, Leiden, The Netherlands: 
‘Transmigration in Indonesia’. 
 
Lecture/seminar, 3 May 2001, Netherlands Institute for Advanced Study in the Humanities and Social Sciences 
(NIAS), Wassenaar, The Netherlands: ‘Crisis and Conflict in Contemporary Indonesia’. 
 
Lecture/ seminar, 30 January 2001, ISEAS, Singapore: ‘Political Demography of Nation State Building in 
Indonesia’ 
 
Organizing a conference, 23 January 2001, Center for Social and Cultural Studies, LIPI, Jakarta, Indonesia: 
‘Cultural Policy in Indonesia’. 
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Presenting paper in workshop, 11-13 January 2001,  Southeast Asian Studies Program, LIPI, Bali, Indonesia: 
Discourses and Practices of Democracy in Southeast Asia: Globalization, national Governance and Local 
Response. 
 
Lecture/seminar, 14 December 2000, Population Studies Center, University of Groningen, The Netherlands: 
‘Population Mobility and Conflict in Indonesia’. 
 
Lecture/seminar, 22 November 2000, LASEMA-CNRS, Paris, France: ‘Migration of the Bugis to Samarinda, 
East Kalimantan, Indonesia’. 
 
"Population Mobility and Ethnic Conflict: The Aftermath of Indonesia’s New Order  Economic Crises". Paper 
prepared for the ‘Workshop on the Socio-economic Situation  during the Economic Crisis in Indonesia’, 
organized by National University of Singapore,  Singapore: 30 May-2 June 2000. 
 
"Searching for Indonesia: The Socio-Cultural and Political Aspects of Population  Mobility in the Context of 
Regional Autonomy", paper presented at the Symposium on  Current Policy Issues on Population Mobility, 
Urbanization and Transmigration in Indonesia, organised by UNFPA, State Ministry of Transmigration and 
Population and Demographic Institute of University of Indonesia, Jakarta, 25-26 May 2000. 
 
"Population Mobility and Regional Autonomy", paper presented at IPADI congress,  Jakarta, 21-23 May 2000. 
 
"Presented a talk at Institute for the Study of Language and Culture in Asia and Africa, Tokyo University for 
Foreign Languages, entitled "Population Mobility and Ethnic Conflict in Indonesia,  27 April 2000. 
 
"Demographic Engineering, Uneven Development, and the Emerging Ethnic Politics in Indonesia", Working 
paper prepared for the workshop on Discourses and Practices of Democracy in Southeast Asia: Globalization, 
National Governance, and Local Responses, in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, 10-13 April 2000, organized by 
Institut Kajian Malaysia dan Antarbangsa (IKMAS) and Goteborg East and Southeast Asian Studies 
(GESEAS).  
 
"Demographic Engineering and National Integration: Past and Present Experiences in Indonesia", Paper 
presented at the seminar on "Unitary State versus Federal State: Searching an Ideal Form for the Future of the 
Indonesian State", organized by Center for Politics and Regional Studies, Indonesian Institute of Sciences, 
Jakarta, 28-30 March 2000. 
 
"From Program to Movement? Thoughts on Family Planning in Indonesia", paper presented at the Symposium 
Towards a New Era of National Family Planning Movement, organised by National Family Planning Board, 
Jakarta, 7-8 March 2000. 
 
"Population mobility, ethnicity and social conflict in Indonesia", a talk presented at the Institute of Ethnology, 
University of Muenster, Germany, February 2000. 
 
Decentralization of state's power and democratic transformation in Indonesia", a talk given at Humbold 
University, Germany, February 2000. 
 
 


